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The Church &
the Scientific Revolutlon

If religion gave man “a complete explanatlon of
how the world ¢éame aboutand-of' how |t,wd)rks”
were scientists committing a crlmepy ar‘gumg

ggamst it? AT
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The medieval view...

...of the universe had'blended the theories of
ancient Greek thinkers with Christian teachings.

* |n that view, a stationary earth stood in the
center of the universe just above hell.

* Beyond the stars lay three heavenly spheres, the
furthest was the home of God.

e An earth-centered universe fit the Christian idea
that God had created the universe for men and
women and that salvation was the aim of life.
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The destruction of the medieval view...

began with the publication in of On the Revolutions
of the Heaverily Spheres, by Nicelaus Copernicus, a
Polish-mathematician, astronomer,and clergyman.

In his system, the sun was in'the center of the
universe, and the earth moved around it.

Most thinkers of the time; committed to the
medieval systenmiand to the bilp_l'lu-l__,st'étements that
supported it, rejected Copernicqsl’.! conclusions.

Perry, Peden and Von Laue. Sources of the Western Tradition. Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin, 1999



e The Scientific Revolution of the 16" and 17t
centuries replaced the medieval view of the
universe and-produced a new way of
investigating nature.

e |t overthrew the-medieval conception of
nature as an erderly system rising toward
heaven.

 The thinkers of the Scientific Revolution
believed in the individual’s ability to know
the natural world.through. mathematieal
reasoning,. observation of dature; and
experiments.




e The Scientific Revolution was instrumental in
shapingthe modern outlook.

* By demonstrating the powers of the human

mind, the Scientific Revolution gave thinkers
great confidence.

Frontispiece of the Rudolphine Tables
By Johannes Kepler
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Why Was Science Backward in the Middle Ages?

* The Middle Ages were the age of faith,;.and to
that extent they were unfavorable to scientific
speculation.

* In an age which was one of faith, men of
intellect and spirit found the calls of faith itself-
a task sufficient to absorb them.

* To put.it.simply, they had no time for
occupationslike science.



